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influence with the King which his enemies could
never overcome.

Yet his hold on power was far from being wholly
assured. For nineteen years he was the King's

chief minister, Jbut.....IwHnglSEitllQng, period, there

was "no time Jn jv\duch,,,hfi.. lejt......certiwn^o^^^tinued

favour, or in which his enemies.....entirely despaired

of securing his overthrow.

There was always a certain analogy between the
relations of the Cardinal with the King and those
of a pedagogue with his pupil, but in this case the
pupil was fickle and wayward, and he had it in his
power to dismiss the preceptor when the fancy
seized him. Success in Italy and at La Rochelle
strengthened the Cardinal's position, and he took
the opportunity to lecture the King concerning his
duties. This exhortation was prepared with special
care, and Richelieu has preserved it for posterity.
He tells us that it occupied an hour in delivery, and
it may well have done so, for it fills thirty-four
printed pages. The tone curiously resembles that
of a somewhat exacting and querulous pedagogue,
yet it was delivered by a subject to a king, and to a
king who was a man almost thirty years of age,
Louis heard many similar addresses, and if he did
not listen patiently, at least he listened. The spec-
tacle of the King, restlessly moving in his seat, while
the minister instructed him as to his duties, and lect-
ured him upon his defects, must have been a curious
one. And the Cardinal certainly did not spare his
listener's feelings; these lengthy sermons must have
wearied any man, and would have irritated most men.rongholci, itii*
